



FOR THE YEAR ENDING
MARCH 1st, 1888.
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COMPRISING THOSE OF THE
Treasurer, Selectmen, Overseer of the Poor
and School Committee, Etc.,
-FOR THE
Year Ending March i, 1888.
LACONIA, N. H.:




State of New Hampshire.
To the inhabitants of the town of Laconia qualified to vote
in town affairs, you are hereby notified to meet at Fol-
som hall in said Laconia, on the second Tuesday of
March next, at 9 o'clock in the forenoon, to act upon the
following subjects
:
Article i . To choose a moderator to preside at said meeting.
Art. 2. "To choose three selectmen, town clerk, town treasurer,
overseer of the poor, health officer, fish and game warden, for the en-
suing year.
Art. 3. To choose two trustees for the Public Library to serve for
the term of three years.
Art. 4. To choose all other necessary town officers and agents for
the year ensuing.
Art. 5. To see how much money the town will vote to raise for the
support and increase of the Public Library.
Art. 6. To see how much money the town will vote to raise for the
support of the poor for the year ensuing.
Art. 7. To see how much money the town will vote to raise for
support of schools for the year ensuing.
Art. 8. To see how much money the town will vote to raise for the
laying out, building, and repairing highways and bridges for the year
ensuing.
Art. 9. To see how much money the town will vote to raise for
current expenses for the year ensuing.
Art. 10. To see how much money the town will vote to raise to de-
fray the current expenses of the fire department for the year ensuing.
Art. 1 1 . To see how much money the town will vote to raise to
pay the firemen for the year ensuing.
Art. 12, To see how much money the town will vote to raise to de-
fray the expenses of decorating the graves of the soldiers who lost their
lives in the war of the Rebellion.
Art. 13. To see if the town will vote to make the highway tax pay-
able in money, and if so, how the same shall be collected and expended.
Art. 14. To see if the town will vote to instruct the selectmen to
erect and maintain at the public expense one or more public drinking
fountains in the business portions of said town ; viz. : one near the
present postoffice and one near Watson & Co's. meat market, or Tru-
land Bros, printing office, and see how much money the town will vote
to appropriate to defray the expense of the same. By petition.
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Art. 15. To see if the town will vote to instruct the selectmen to
erect and maintain at the public expense a public water closet under the
Main-st. bridge and to see how much money the town will vote to ap-
propriate to defray the expense of the same. By petition.
Art. 16. To see what amount of money the town will vote to raise
to build sidewalks and improve existing highways at the Weirs.
By request.
Art. 17. To see if the town will vote to instruct the selectmen to
contract with the Laconia Electric Lighting Co., to light the village with
from ten to twenty-five arc lights, at a cost of not exceeding $125 per
light per year. By request.
Art. 18. To see what action the town will take in regard to build-
ing a police station, and what sums of money shall be appropriated for
the same. By request.
Art. 19. To see how much money the town will vote to raise for
concreting, the ensuing year. By request.
Art. 20. To hear the report of committee on sewerage, and see
what action the town will take thereon.
Art. 21. To see what action the town will take with reference to
constructing sewers and providing a water supply for fire purposes at
the Weirs, and what sum shall be appropriated for that purpose, and
how the same shall be expended. By request.
Art. 22. To see what the town will vote to pay for the same privi-
leges in the year 1888 they had in the year 1887 on and around Dixon's
Point (so called) at the outlet of Winnipiseogee river and the shores of
Winnisquam lake, on condition it the property changes ownership the
money is t© be refunded to the town and the town gains no right there-
by. By request.
Given under our hands and seal this 27th day of February, 1888.




A true copy of warrant.
Attest
:
J. L. Moore, ) Selectmen











Stock in public funds,
Stock in banks and other corporations,



























FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH i, ii
Orran W. Tibbetts, Treasurer, in account with the town of Laconia;
RECEIPTS.
Cash in treasury March i, 1887, $12,480 08
Cash from Insurance tax, State, 89 25
Railroad tax, " 1,10975
Savings bank tax, State, 6,069 60
Literary fund, " 418 10
G. A. Hatch, lamp post, n 00
Licenses and old furniture sold, 38 60
J. L. Moore, licenses, 4600
G. B. Lane, " 75 00
F. N. Blaisdell, collector's list, 1886, 536 54
S. J. Lamprey, " " 1,518 35
H.M.Sargent, " 1887, 2,41093
S. J. Lamprey, " " 31,225 00
EXPENDITURES.
Paid county tax for 1887, $6,463 16
State " 4,548 00
Library " 600 00
Overseer of Poor, for 1887, 100 00
Decorating soldiers' graves, 1887, 125 00
New school-house tax, Dist. No. 1, 6,000 00
School-house tax in town district, 150 00
School orders, Dist. No. 1, 5>OI 9 77
School orders, town district, 589 73
Interest Paid on Notes.
Rhoda Smith, $20 83
Nathaniel Edwards (estate of) 60 00
Sarah J. Shepard, 40 00






Rhoda Smith, $525 72
John Smith, 500 00
>i,o25 72
Breaking Roads, Spring 1887.
Dist. 1, C. B.S.Watson, surveyor, (see his report.) $552 74
7, J. F. Crockett,
8, C. F. Sanborn, "
9, S. J. P. Hadley, "
10, J. P. Pitman,
11, J. H. Robinson, '•
12, F. L. Cawley, "
13, B. L. Batchelder, "
14, C. E. McCartney,
15, C. D. Brown, "
16, C. H. True,
68
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Geo. B. Cox, land damage, $ 93 75
E. C. Hatch, '• 25 00
Brown & Philbrook u 1 00
M. A, Berry, " 7 00
J. B. Jewett, " 125 00
J. L. Dixon, agent, " 1 00
1,221 57
Highways, Summer 1887.
Dist. 1, C. B. S. Watson, surveyor, (see his re-
port), $5792 94
7,
10 LAC03TIA TOWN REPORT.
Meserve & Thompson, repairs, $ 4 50
Geo. H. Clark, services as steward, steamer, 15 00
E. J. Dinsmore, harnesses, 150 00
Laconia Gaslight Co., gas for engine houses, 9 45
J. McN. Baker, labor, hose carriage, 1 40
C. H. Watson, supplies, 2 75
F. H. Champlin, music, firemen's parade, 25 00
George H. Clark, services as engineer, steamer, 15 75
F. H. Champlin, labor and care of fire alarm, 36 50
George H. Clark, repairing steamer heater, 3 60
O'Shea Bros., rubber coats, 4800
Edward Webb, marking coats, etc., 4 00
Fred Stone, drying hose, etc. 5 00
G. Cook & Son, wood. 1 50
Abel Machine company, supplies and repairs, 26 55
Geo. H. Clark, services as steward, steamer, 15 00
N. D. Russell, piping, 1 95
D. W. Corliss, hauling off snow. 2 00
Geo. H. Clark, shoveling snow, 4 20
J. P. Pitman & Co , supplies, 3 96
Fred Stone, shoveling snow, 4 20
C. H. Watson, use of horses at firemen's parade, 3 85
O. L. Andrews, labor at engine house, 3 00
Boston Dyewood & Chem. Co., blue vitrol, 18 34
G. Cook & Son, wood and coal, 14 40
A. C. Leavitt & Son, coal, 19 75
Geo. F. Mallard, 1 50
$980 19
Paid Firemen.
O. L. Andrews, fireman's pay, 1886, $23 00
Reliance Hose Co., 346 65
Hook & Ladder Co., 460 00
Steamer Co., 345 00— $1,17465
Current Expenses of Town.
Geo. E. Waring, plans for sewers, 1886, $524 63
E. B. Beaman, binding inventory books, 4 00
Truland Bros., printing check-list, 24 16
D. W. Corliss, lighting street lights, 22 00
Lewis, Vaughan & Co., printing reports, 66 00
Hull, Gorrell & Co., furniture for selectmen's office, 15 25
J. Gilbert, glass for street lamps, 1 25
Lewis, Vaughan & Co., printing report of committee
on sewers, 1886, 27 50
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Board of Education, services i year,
Mrs. E. J. Beaman, rent of selectmen's office,
J. Hadlock, road machine,
J. Hadlock, edge for road machine,
O'Shea Bros., supplies for lobby,
"
oil cloth,
Covell & Carter, winding and care of town clock,
J. C. N. Davis, repairs on lobby,
Laconia and Lake Village Water Co., water for
hydrants and water-troughs,
Mary O'Laughlin, damage,
F. W. Ladd, oil and chimneys for street lamps.
Advocate Publishing Co., printing notices for health
officer,
Knight & Robinson, furniture for selectmen's office,
" quilts for the lobby,
R. W. Swain, cleaning lobby,
Truland Bros., printing tax-list,
Lyman Avery, damage on highway,
E. E. Thompson, blacksmith work,
John Edwards, moving safe,
Rufus Swain, cleaning lobby,
E. C. Eastman, books,
Belknap Co., rent of room for Police Court,
S. B. Smith, rent of Selectmen's office,
J. B. Corliss, paid for witness fees in Cawley case,
Meserve & Wilkins, iron and labor,
L. S. Perley, surveying,
G. Cook & Son, wood for lobby,
L. W. Lovett, for town school board,
J. F. Harriman, school books,
C, E. Morgan, use of watering trough,
Laconia Gas Lt. Co., gas for street lights,
Lacoma Gas Lt. Co., lighting and care of st. lights,
Sanders Bros., oil and supplies for street lights,
A. G. Folsom, rent of hall,
F. H. Blaisdell, use of watering trough,
J. L. Moore & Son, glass and setting for st. lamps,
Jewell & Stone, legal services,
Return of Births and Deaths as follows :
$ 60
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J. C. Shannon, Overseer of Poor, in account with town of Laconia
:
To cash received from county of Belknap for sup-
port of county paupers, $i ,956 40
Paid for support of county paupers, ^956 40
To cash received from town treasurer, $100 00
" on hand as per last report, 92 33
Which is accounted for as follows







J. C. Shannon. Overseer of Poor.
RECAPITULATION.






Pauper's bills, (see report),
New school house tax, Dist. No. 1,
School house tax in town district,
School orders, Dist. No. 1,










Cash in hands of treasurer,
Laco'nia, February 29, li
$4,548 00















No. 5, Nellie Whicher,
6, Mary S. Whicher,
9, Eben L. Dow,
10, Nathl. Edwards,
11, Collimer J. Smith,
12, Eben L. Dow,
13, B. M. Sanborn,
14, Andrew J. Varney
17, M. Florence Smith,
20, John Edwards,
22, Eliza B. Morrison,
23, Sarah J. Shepard,
24, Jona. G. Dow,
25, Ella A. Swasey,
26, Nathl. Edwards,
27, Mary W. Young,
Due on notes and interest,
For soldier's monument in hands of the
treasurer, appropriated in 1884,
Mrs. M. A. Kelley, land damage,
A. G. Young. "









Geo. L. Folsom, "
J. H. Burns,
J.J.Boyle, "
L. B. W. Avery,
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Assets.
Due from A. Thompson as per last report,
" D. B. Story for rent of room.
57 shares B. C. & M. R. R.,
Stable and shed on Water street,
Land on Water street.
Four horses,
Carts, harnesses, blankets, etc.,
Stone lifter,
Two road machines,





Balance due from collector,





Balance due from collector,
Cash in hands of overseer of poor,
" treasurer,





















Report of C. B. S. Watson,
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Paid Lewis Leplant,
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Paid John C. Heath,
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J. H. Merrill, "
Fred Coffin, "
Patrick Sullivan, "
A. J, Farrar, •"
A. C. Webster,











L. M. Pike, concreting,
Miscellaneous Expenses.
Paid Laconia Grist Mill, grain,
H. J. Crooker, blacksmithing,
J. P. Pitman & Co., supplies,
Levensaler & Smart, "
L. E. Lindsay & Co., "
A. V. Smith, sewer caps,
H. E. Brawn, tile pipe,
E. P. Osgood, repairs,
A. M. Cotton, hay,
A. C. Leavitt & Son, coal,
George W. Riley, supplies,
E. J. Dinsmoore, repairs,
W. H. Philbrook, repairing road machine,
A. W. Parker, supplies,
E. P. Jewell, grain,
$240 30
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Paid G. Cook & Son, lumber,
Public Library.
To the Selectmen of Laconia :
The following table will show at a glance the continued growth of
our Library. No additional word from your trustees is necessary to
satisfy anyone of its usefulness and great benefit. The present quarters
are very much crowded, as was stated in our report of last year, and the
question of better accommodations, suited to the needs of our town,
and to make safe the valuable collection of books which we possess, is
still before us.
Whole number of books
Juuenile
Fiction
History, Travels, Biography, etc..
Whole No. cards issued
No. issued during the year
Greatest No. taken in one day. . .
.
Average each day
Greatest No. out at one time
Average No. out
Total during year
Average of Juvenile each day
Average of Fiction each day
Average of all others each day. .



















































































































W. D. Middleton, )
TREASURER'S REPORT.
Laconia Public Library in account with Wm. F. Knight, Treasurer.
Receipts—General Fund.
1887.
Feb. 26. Balance on hand as per last report,
Cash received from fines for year,
" catalogues and supplements,
" books lost,
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Expenditures.
Melcher & Prescott, insurance, 1886 and 1887, $34 95
" " 1887 and 1888, 37 50
Edgar F. Reeves, services as librarian, 9 months, 94 00
Julia A. Busiel, " " 3 " 3125
Edgar F. Reeves, expenses to Boston, for new books, 5 80
" freight on new books, 1 51
" for 1 vol. Granite Monthly, 2 00
" service on supplement new books, 8 87
" postal cards, printing and sundry
items, 10 05
Lewis, Vaughan & Co., printing catalogues and
numbers,
A. G. Folsom, rent of rooms one yr., to Dec I, '87,
E. B. Beaman, re-binding books,
W. F. Knight, 1 stool,
Laconia Gas Lt. Co., for gas,
Julia A. Busiel, for cash paid for postal cards and
sundry items,
J. L. Moore & Son, hanging map.
Freight on books and express,





To the Selfxtmen of Laconia :
In compliance with an act of the Legislature, passed June session,
1887, requiring ''clerks of towns and cities to furnish a transcript of
the record of births, marriages and deaths to the muncipal officers for
publication in the Annual Report," I hereby submit the report on the
following pages and certify that it is correct according to the best of
my knowledge and belief.
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To the School Committee of the Town of Laconia :
The board of education of school district number one herewith sub-
mits its thirteenth annual report.
The most notable event of the school year has been the completion
and occupation of the new high-school building. It contains the high
school and the grammar schools of the whole district, with one un-
furnished room for future needs, and seems to be adequate and well
adapted to the wants of the district for many years to come, and a cred-
it to those who have superintended its erection and to the district. The
cost of the building itself exceeds the amount of the appropriations of
$26,000 by only a tew dollars, but the expense of grading the grounds
and the compensation of the building committee and of the business
agent is to be added to this amount in computing the entire cost.
There may also be a few hundred dollars needed for putting in gas fix-
tures and for fitting up a room as a laboratory, according to the sugges-
tions which will be found in the accompanying report of the superin-
tendent. Probably few if any school buildings have been built in this
state or anywhere else at so low expense and with so good results. The
district is indebted to the trustees of the academy for a 99-year lease of
the ground on which the building stands, and for a gift of the old acad-
emy building.
The board has employed the principal of the high school as superin-
tendent of schools for the district in connection with his duties as prin-
cipal. This involved the employment of an assistant in the high school
thus making the whole number of teachers now employed eleven, in-
stead of ten as it was before the change. It seems probable that another
primary school may be needed before long, the primary schools being
now crowded to nearly their full capacity and likely to increase rapidly
if the growth of the town continues.
The board after much hesitation and deliberation has made an at-
tempt to secure a fuller enforcement of the laws regarding attendance
of children of school age. Truant officers have been appointed by the
selectmen, and the result of their labors under the supervision of the
board has been a much improved attendance of those children that
LACONIA TOWN REPORT. 43
have pretended to go to school, together with some additions of chil-
dren of school age that had not attended school. Several of the
schools were, however, greatlyj interfered with by illness during the
last part of the winter term. Some difficulty has been found in the
enforcement of the truant law, since some families are in part depend-
ant on their children's labor for their support, especially at a time when
many persons are thrown out of employment by the stopping of the
mills, as has been the case during a part of this year. It may on this
account be necessary to establish an evening school in the near future,
as^well as tor the benefit of those that have passed the school age, but
have not had the advantage of schooling when young.
The increase of expense caused by an increase of facilities for educa-
tion will require a larger amount of money than has been heretofore
appropriated ; but it is thought that there is no expense which the peo-
ple in general bear so cheerfully, and that they will be found generous
in the future as always in the past.
A matter that is worthy of consideration is whether it would not be
wise for the district and the rest of the town to unite under the new
law. The present system works very well and a consolidation might
not make much change for the better, either in this district or in the
rest of the town, but there would be some saving in the machinery re-
quired, and the high school would then be open to the whole town.
The whole number of scholars attending the public schools of the
district two weeks or more during the year has been 565, of whom 286
were boys and 279 were girls. Of those reported, 32 were under six
years of age and 41 were over sixteen. The whole number of children
in the district between five and fifteen year's of age, as enumerated by
the selectmen, was 759, of whom 386 were boys and 373 were girls.
The report of the Superintendent of Schools follows.
W. L. Melcher,
1
J. F. Merrill, | Board




C. B. Hibbard, Education.
C. F. Stone,
To the Board of Education :
In accordance with your instruction I herewith submit the following
report
:
On the whole the past year has seemed to be very profitable to the
schools of the district. But little need be said except on a few special
topics.
In the lower grades much good work has been done, and much yet
remains to be done. At the beginning of the year the pupils of these
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grades were found to be very deficient in writing and language work.
At the same time many in the higher grades were found to be much
hindered in their work by the lack of elementary training in the use of
language. Strong efforts have been made to remedy these defects and
these efforts have been productive of much good. But the writing is
not yet what it should be.
One of the special features in these grades during the past two terms
has been vocal music. Although this branch has not been required, in-
struction has been given in most of the schools, and good advancement
has been made. Vocal music is rapidly becoming one of the most
popular studies in the schools of our country. I would recommend
that it be placed on the list of required studies, and that as soon as
possible a competent director of music be employed to take charge of
the department in all the schools.
Drawing, another branch that has heretofore been optional, has re-
ceived attention in all the schools below the High School, but in the
absence of any authorized system each teacher has been obliged in a
measure to work independently of the others. By the adoption of a
system of drawing to go into effect at the beginning of the next term,
this defect will be obviated.
In the Grammar schools commendable progress has been made in all
the classes. In the Lower Crammer grade much interest has been
awakened in the study of the common minerals, and of many of the
lower forms of animal life. This is a step in the right direction.
One of the pressing needs of these schools is in the line of reading.
A Grammar school class will soon master the contents of the ordinary
reading book. I mean by this that they soon became masters of the
stories and sketches presented to them, and by a glance at the title
will remember the substance of the selection. The charm of novelty is
then gone, and much of the interest is gone with it. It is then hard to
hold the attention on the work and to secure the best results. Hence
many cities and towns are furnishing series of supplementary read ers,
to be kept in the school library, and to be used by the different classes.
Thus a large range of reading can be secured with but little expense to
pupil or town. Good results are said to follow such a course. I would
recommend that a similar plan be adopted in the Grammar Schools.
In the High School the work has been as satisfactory as could be rea-
sonably expected.
A four years English and Classical course was begun in the fall. Two
classes are now at work in Latin. Through the efforts of the scholars
and the generosity of the citizens we have purchased a valuable cabinet
of minerals, said to be second to no High School cabinet in the state.
This gives a great impetus to the study of geology and mineralogy.
The imperative need of the High School is physical and chemical ap-
paratus. Under the present conditions the work in natural philoso-
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phy and chemistry is, one might almost say, a farce. As well try to
build a house without tools as to try to teach these subjects without ap-
paratus Such a course is an injury to the pupil and a thorn in the
flesh to the teacher. One hundred dollars are needed at once to place
the work in philosophy on a good basis ; and as soon as possible a good
chemical laboratory should be provided and fitted with appliances for
individual work. In no other way can these studies be made of much
value. |
In conclusion I would recommend that the length of the school year
be increased to thirty-six weeks in the Grammar schools, to thirty-three
weeks in the Primary schools ; that the Primary course be limited to
four years ; and that the High-school course be increased to four years.
Lack of space forbids my giving reasons.
W. H. Hartshorn.
DisTRiCT No. 3. The closing examination of this school showed
marked improvement both in the deportment and scholarship of the
pupils. The school was somewhat broken up by the measles. We
consider Miss Glidden one of our best teachers.
Dist. 4—This school has not the advantage of the others in good
buildings. The school house is very old, even to shabbiness; it is with-
out proper ventilation, and cheerless in every respect. The teachers
were earnest and dilligent, and the pupils made good improvement. A
better school house would show a great improvement, with the same
amount of labor.
Dist. 5.—This school was taught through the year by the same
teacher, and your committee found in the improved deportment and
scholarship the good result of retaining a faithful teacher as long as
possible in the same school.
Whole number of scholars not less than 5 years, who have attended
school not less than two weeks, 49; number of persons between 14 and
21 unable to read and write, o ; number of children reported by select-
men or assessors, 51 ; number of children between 5 and 15 not at-
tending school, 2 girls.
Jacob Sanborn, ^
Frank N. Blaisdell, > School Board.
Lorenzo W. Lovett, )
Statistical Table.
Graded School.—Dist. No. i.
a
No. pupils attending to
the following studies:
<m


